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From Mardin to Orfa the road is sometimes infested with
robbers, through the neglect of the Bashaw. However in this
passage there are a great many more frightened than hurt.
But you must be greatly on your guard against thieves, for
the people hereabout are very expert pilferers. Even the
robbers can hardly be placed in a higher class, for they ride
up to the caravan and snatch whatever they can first lay hands
upon, and then retreat in the same manner. If the people of
the caravan had but the least courage and conduct, they might
easily prevent robberies of this kind. When violent rains swell
the river, this road is sometimes impassable for four or five
days, till the waters run off.
We must suppose that at Mousul you have hired horses for
Orfa; therefore when [you arrive there?] you must make a
fresh bargain for Aleppo. At least you ought to take this
method, because it is better than hiring them for the whole
journey at once; for if you have them from the Catarches1 of
the caravan which you have joined, you will be obliged to
travel their pace, and wait their time; nay, though you should
make a bargain to the contrary, you will be under a necessity
of staying at each stage two or three days at least, to refresh
your horses. But remember it will be always best to get an
obligation from your Catarche in writing, especially if you
hire the horses for the whole journey; and your terms should
be particularly specified, reserving to yourself a power of
hiring fresh horses, if he loiters by the way, or furnishes you
with jades unable to perform the journey, for which he must
consent to abate part of the hire.
If these people should happen to be negligent or refractory,
or any way deficient in performing their bargain, the principal
merchants of the caravan will see justice done you; besides
the magistrates of the great towns will quickly redress any
grievance of that kind. If you pass for men of consequence,
they will expect a fee; which needs be but a trifle, for a small
matter will bribe a great Turk. Sometimes threatmng alone,
when you find it necessary, will keep them in awe. In loading
a beast, your bedding is to be laid undermost, then your
1 Arabic qitarji, the leader of a file of camels.